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was recalled to court and for more than ten years, with Hsiao Sung
and P'ei Kuang-t'ing, he held the reins of government. Sometimes
he received as many as three confidential messages from the Em-
peror in one day and was ever ready to assist His Majesty with his
wise counsel.
Then again he fell victim to the jealousy of his colleagues. They
charged him with conspiring with frontier generals to overthrow
the dynasty and caused him to be thrown into prison. When the
guards came to arrest him, he was stricken with terror and per-
plexity and said to his wife and sons: "Back in Shantung we have
five hundred acres of good land, quite sufficient to keep us from
cold and hunger. Why should I have sought rank and title, which
in the end have only brought calamity? It is now too late to
wish that I could again ride back and forth on the Hantan road
as I once did, wearing my plain hempen coat!" Thereupon he drew
his sword and attempted to kill himself, but was prevented from
doing so by his wife. All those implicated in the plot were executed
but Lu Sheng escaped death through the intercession of one of
the eunuchs in the confidence of the Emperor. His sentence was
commuted to exile to Huanchou. In a few years the Emperor,
having ascertained his innocence, recalled him, made him president
of the Imperial Council, and gave him the title of Duke of Yenkuo.
He had five sons, all of whom were gifted and were admitted into
official ranks. They all married daughters of influential families of
the time and presented him with more than ten grandchildren.
And so he lived for over fifty years, during which he was twice
banished to the frontier wilds only to be recalled to court, vindi-
cated, and given greater honors than before. He was given to
extravagance and was addicted to pleasures. His inner apartments
were filled with dancers and beautiful women, and innumerable
were the gifts of fertile lands, mansions, fleet horses, and such
treasures that the Emperor bestowed upon him.
When advanced age made him wish to- retire from court life,
his petitions were repeatedly refused. When at last he fell ill,
emissaries sent by the Emperor to inquire after his condition fol-
lowed upon one another's heels and there was nothing left undone